CHAP. V.                  RESISTANCE OP JOHJST.                         277

It is remarkable that while the interdict of one year
reduced the more haughty and able Philip Ecsistance
Augustus to submission, the weak, tyrannical, of Jolm*
and contemptible John defied for four years the whole
awful effects of interdict, and even for some time of
personal excommunication. Had John been a popular
sovereign, had he won to his own side by wise concili-
ation, by respect to their rights, by a dignified appeal to
their patriotism, the barons and the people of England;
had he even tempted their worse .passions, and offeree?
them a share in the confiscated property of the Churclt,
even the greatest of the Popes might have wasted his
ineffectual thunders on the land. Above two years after
the interdict, and when the sentence of excommunication
was well known, King John held his Christmas
at Windsor; not one of the great barons re-
fused to communicate with him; even later, when
Innocent proceeded to release his subjects from their
oaths of allegiance, he still counted among his
steadfast adherents the three bishops, Henry
of Winchester, Philip of Durham, and John of Norwich;
the Chancellor and a great number of the most powerful
barons were firm in their loyalty. But while he defied
the Pope and the hierarchy, he at the same time seemed
to labour to alienate the affections of all orders in tho
country. He respected no rights; nothing was sacred
against his rapacity or his lust His profligate habits
outraged the honour of the nobles; his passion for las
Queen Isabella had burned out; not one of the wives or
daughters of the highest barons was safe from his seduc-
tions or violence: against the lower orders he had re-
enacted and enforced with the utmost severity the
forest-laws. An obscure person (" a false theologian "),
Alexander the Mason, had now found his way into the